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WELCOME

άWelcome to the 2025/26 edition of Morpeth Town Juniors digital handbook ς ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 

members and parents. 

Last season, the club started using Morpeth Common as its home ground for most of its grass-based teams and whilst we had some 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ όƳƻƭŜƘƛƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΗύΣ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ΨƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜǘ-ǳǇΩΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ŦƛǾŜ ǇƛǘŎƘes 

in operation, it was lovely to see so much of the club playing together and really enhancing the club feeling and identity.   The aim is 

to improve the Common facility and pitches via the Football Foundation pitch improvement grant, which the club is receiving in 

reducing tranches over a 6-year period and we are due to receive our second tranche very soon.   

Located next to Craik Park ς the home ground of ƻǳǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǘŜŀƳΣ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǾŜǊ нл ǘŜŀƳǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 

playing in the single location.  TƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƳŀǘŎƘŘŀȅ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨCŀǊ-tƻǎǘ YƛǘŎƘŜƴΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

end of October, providing hot and cold drinks, chocolate bars and other sweets and the much-appreciated bacon and sausage 

sandwiches.  This has proved a great success for the club, not only from a financial aspect, but again, improving the overall 

experience for our players, coaches, parents and those of visiting teams. 

This coming season will be my 22nd and last at the club, most of which has been in the role of chairman, secretary or treasurer and 

ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊƎŜǊ ƻŦ aƻǊǇŜǘƘΩǎ ǘǿƻ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ǘŜŀƳǎ, 

the ever-increasing role of female football at the club as well as the developed relationship and connection with Morpeth Town AFC, 

to name but a few.  LǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ (my wife retires in 2026 and we want to spend time travelling), 

so my reason for leaving is purely personal.  In addition, the club is losing the services of long-standing committee members Ted 

/ǊƻƳŀǊ ό{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅύΣ YŜǾƛƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ό¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊύ ŀƴŘ {Ŝŀƴ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ ό[ŜŀŘ /ƘƛƭŘ ²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊύΣ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ  aȅ thanks 

go to them for their many years of service to the club, but like me, none of them have children or grandchildren at the club anymore 

and there is a need to bring fresh energy, ideas and impetus to the table. 

With the loss of these people, the club is losing a great deal of experience.  A fair criticism of the way the club is run is that the bulk 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ƭŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻƻ ŦŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǳƴǎŜen work undertaken to 

ensure the club runs smoothly.  We need to take this opportunity to broaden the range of experience and to ensure a more equitable 

split of responsibilities going forward.  As it stands, 10 months after giving long-term notice, the clǳō ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 

replacement club secretary and that is a mandatory role for the club to continue let alone grow.  We need more help and I would 

urge people who can contribute to come forward and play a part in developing the club over future years.  As Morpeth itself grows, 

so will the club, so please, if you can help, get in touch (07799 836384 / chairman@morpethtownjuniors.co.uk).έ  

Paul 

 

mailto:chairman@morpethtownjuniors.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL ABOUT ΧΧMORPETH TOWN JUNIORS 
 

In this section  

- Our Identity / Our Ethos    - Club Governance 

- Club Structure       - Club Membership & Finances 

- Club Development      - MTJ Digital 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

OUR IDENTITY / OUR ETHOS

ά! Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

showcases ς ǿƘƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ōŜƘŀǾŜǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǘŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 

visual identity ς ƛǘΩǎ ōŀŘƎŜΣ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ŜǘŎ ς ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΦέ  

¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊΦ !ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

tangible things such as club colours, it includes :  

ω Lǘǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ  

ω ¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŜǘƘƻǎ ŀǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΣ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

spectators in terms of creating the right standards and culture on and off 

the pitch.  

ω ¢ƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ŎƻŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ƻǳǊ ǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ 

missions, ethos and how we seek to coach and play in that accompanying 

document, but our overall objective is as follows : 

άaƻǊǇŜǘƘ ¢ƻǿƴ WǳƴƛƻǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

community focussed club run for the benefit of its 

members.έ 

This underpins the way we operate and the decisions we make, at the 

same time seeking to set standards in grassroots football.  Players, 

Coaches, Volunteers, Parents and Spectators all play a part in defining the 

ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ 

 



 

 

 

 

άDƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŜƳǇƭƻȅǎ ǘƻ ŦǊŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦέ

This is an all-encompassing phrase, but our governance dictates 

everything from how we manage our financial decisions to broad 

guidance into the practicalities of running a squad. 

However, there are certain areas which are of greater importance in 

terms of meeting our expectations and our stated goal of being a 

ΨǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ōŜŀǊŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀǎǎ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ. 

These are our : 

¶ Codes of Conduct and Policies 

¶ Safeguarding & Welfare 

¶ Parental and Spectator Values 

Codes of Conduct and Policies 

We adhere to and endorse the various FA Codes of Conduct and 

Policies that are listed on our website 

www.morpethtownjuniors.co.uk/documents. 

There are codes that cover players, coaches and spectators, but we 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻŘŜǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

blindly highlighting them without understanding and more important 

acknowledging and following them. 

They must be our guiding principles when it comes to how we 

operate. 

Safeguarding 

It is our responsibility to safeguard the welfare of every child or young 

 

person at the club and it is inherent upon us to provide a safe environment 

for all members.  Our safeguarding policy is on our website and EVERY coach 

ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō a¦{¢ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ΨC! {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ  There will be occasions when the welfare of a child is raised ς 

ōŜ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻǊ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ 

with the club - and we are obliged to investigate these matters.  Our welfare 

team actions this and if anyone has any queries regarding welfare or 

safeguarding issues, Sean and the team can be contacted via email at 

welfare@morpethtownjuniors.co.uk. 

Parental and Spectator Values 

Sadly, the number of reported incidents involving parents and spectators at 

grassroots youth football nationally, is rising significantly.  Our local junior 

league is no exception and as a club, we need to remind parents and 

spectators of their obligations. 

Football at all age levels can prompt emotions and it is important that we all 

remain POSITIVE in our approach to our children and coaches and to the 

ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ coaches.  Likewise to referees and other officials. 

The club places great store on the discipline and behaviour of all involved 

with the club, be they players, coaches, volunteers or parents / spectators.  

Coaches are reminded of their responsibilities and it is vital that parents 

and other spectators respect and observe the expected standards.   

Win or lose, the most important thing is that your child enjoys their 

footballing experience and is playing in a supportive environment, rather 

than a hostile, aggressive and pressuring matchday environment. 

 

http://www.morpethtownjuniors.co.uk/documents
mailto:welfare@morpethtownjuniors.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUB COMMITTEE ς ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES 

CLUB CHAIRMAN   PAUL BARWICK 
CO-CHAIRMAN    CHRIS BROWN 
CLUB SECRETARY   TED CROMAR (pending a  

successor ς to be appointed) 
CLUB TREASURER   MATT PICTON 
CLUB WELFARE OFFICER  ANGELA DAVINSON 
CLUB WELFARE OFFICER  SAM MILLS (pending a  

Successor ς to be appointed) 
CLUB WELFARE OFFICER  To be appointed 
CLUB WELFARE OFFICER  To be appointed 
KIT OFFICER    NICKY DUTTA 
PITCH MAINTENANCE TEAM    Led  by SHAUN JOHNSON 
PITCH & FIXTURE  
ALLOCATION   CHRIS OAKTON 
FACILITIES & GOVERNANCE  
ADVICE    HELEN BEALES 
FEMALE FOOTBALL OFFICER JAMES CALLAGHAN 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY KIRSTY MOUNTNEY 
DIGITAL MEDIA OFFICER  MEL BENSON 
MINIS & WILDCATS  PAUL BARWICK (pending a  

successor ς to be appointed)  
CLUB EVENTS OFFICER  KIM TYLER 
MARKETING &  
COMMUNICATION  To be appointed 
 
 

Morpeth Town Juniors FC is an unincorporated association 

which means it is run by a group of individuals that is bound 

by the ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

CLUB COMMITTEE 

The club is run by a committee of  volunteers as detailed 

opposite.  Ideally, there is a need to recruit more volunteers 

towards the management of the club and this is something 

that is becoming critical with key members of the club 

leaving. 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ Ψƴƻƴ-ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩ ǊƻƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

require filling.  Small roles, so not time consuming, but 

nevertheless, contribute to the smooth running of the club, 

We are very grateful for all the help, but if anyone else is 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

the club secretary Ted Cromar on 

secretary@morpethtownjuniors.co.uk or chairman Paul 

Barwick on chairman@morpethtownjuniors.co.uk. 

 

mailto:secretary@morpethtownjuniors.co.uk
mailto:chairman@morpethtownjuniors.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 ¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ !Da ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ aŀȅ  
 and the club proposed and it was agreed that the fees for the 2025/26 
 season remained unchanged. 
  
 The club strives to keep the membership costs at an affordable level,   
           whilst ensuring it meets its commitments over a financial year.  Our               
           membership fees remain one of the cheapest among peer clubs.   
            
           However, if anyone has difficulty in paying membership fees, please  
           ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ welfare team or their coach for more  
           advice. 
 

WHAT YOU GET 
 

¶ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ м ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ όǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘƛƴƎύ 

¶ /ƭǳōΩǎ ōŜǎǇƻƪŜ 9ǊǊŜŀ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƪƛǘ ό{ƘƛǊǘΣ {ƘƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƪǎύ 

¶ Club rain-jacket (renewed every 2 years) 

¶ End of season participation trophy (up to and including U10s) and / or 

      nominated trophy awards (all age groups) 

¶ Access to goalkeeper training via Jim Provett. 

¶ End of season 6-a-side fun day on Craik Park 

¶ Season Tickets for Morpeth Town AFC and discounts on senior club events 

¶ Playing time in line with the number of games each team has over a season 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP FEE 
Full Playing Membership £235.00 (if paid in full) 

9 x £28.34 via monthly 
instalments 

Full Training Only or Sibling 
Membership 

£165.00 (if paid in full) 
9 x £20.34 via monthly 
instalments  

Morpeth Minis & Morpeth 
Wildcats 
Membership 

£60.00 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes to 2024/25 Accounts : 

1. The club made a loss of £2,819 on turnover of £184,000.   

2. ¢ƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ 
tractor and equipment for use on Morpeth Common as well as some one-

off costs associated with the set up of Morpeth Common and the Far-Post 

kitchen. 

3. The club turnover was boosted in this financial year due to grant receipts, 

largely for Common maintenance, goalpost and tractor purchase . 

   



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In 2023, the club signed off a 5-year development plan and it accompanies this handbook. 

This is a very aspirational plan, but it is essentially a business plan for the club to help it get from 

where it was the to where we want it to be in 2028, in line with its vision and values.  It has 

involved much self-ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ C!Ωǎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ !ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ {ŎƘŜƳŜ όǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ о-star 

England Accredited club), identifying the issues and opportunities the club has.  It recognises that 

the club is growing, much like the town itself, and what we need to do manage that growth whilst 

ensuring that we keep our vision and specific objectives in mind. 

Club Vision and Missions  

άaƻǊǇŜǘƘ ¢ƻǿƴ WǳƴƛƻǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ Ŏƭǳō Ǌǳƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ benefit 

ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦέ  

ω {ŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ όǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ κ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴύΦ  

ω .Ŝ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǊǇŜǘƘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  

ω IŜƭǇ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƳŀȄƛƳƛǎŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ  

ω ¢ƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦ  

ω ¢ƻ ƳŀƪŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

families.  

ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ōŜŀǊŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΦ 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ forms part of the agenda at  every committee meeting.  It is 

anticipated an extensive review of the plan will be undertaken during the 2025/26 season, not only 

ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 

ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.morpethtownjuniors.co.uk ς ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ς so it could look very different this season! 

¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ fair to 

say, progress has been made in the last 12 months. 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻŦŦ Ψ·κ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳ ǇŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ 

to align our online presence with the senior clubΩǎΣ as we seek to 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ 

committee expertise and proactive involvement means we need to work 

harder.  Mel Benson has been appointed to oversee this area, so we 

hope to progress things in the coming months. 

  

MorpethTownJuniors 

morpethtownjnrs 

Get social - follow us online  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

media - ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ  and Instagram - like, 

comment, share and help spread the word about 

MORPETH TOWN JUNIORS. 

http://www.morpethtownjuniors.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In this section  

- Our Playing & Training Venues   - Our Club and the Football Foundation 

- Our Club Coaching      - Morpeth Minis      

- Morpeth Wildcats      - Girls ϧ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Football     

- Foundation Phase      - Youth & Professional DevelopmentPhases 

- Our Pathway to Adult Football 
 

ALL ABOUT ΧΦ OUR FOOTBALL 
 



CRAIK PARK ς Our older teams that play 11v11 on a full-size pitch play their 

ƘƻƳŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀǘ aƻǊǇŜǘƘ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ /Ǌŀƛƪ tŀǊƪΦ  ! ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘΣ оD 

surface installed in 2021, it represents one of the best junior home pitches in 

the area. 

CHANTRY MIDDLE SCHOOL ς Here we have a youth sized 11v11 pitch used 

by our U14s this season. 

MORPETH COMMON ς Used by the clubs teams between the ages of U10s 

and U14s whilst also available as an overflow to Craik Park for our U15s and 

older..   

hǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ǘŜŀƳǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ CENTRAL VENUES 

including Cochrane Park in Heaton, Goals in Gosforth (next to racecourse) 

and Bullocksteads. 

CRAIK PARK ς Most ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ǳǎŜ /Ǌŀƛƪ tŀǊƪΩǎ ŦƭƻƻŘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ 

training. 

CHANTRY MUGA ς Another recently opened, floodlit facility that the club has 

access to.  The venue provides a 45 x 30 sq metre 3G surface and can be hired as 

a single full pitch or split into two smaller areas. 

CHANTRY TRAINING SHED ς An indoor training venue that the club has used for 

a number of years. 

MORPETH COMMON ς The Common is used by teams outside of winter training 

times. 

CHANTRY MIDDLE SCHOOL ς The Minis and Wildcats (pre-team age groups) can 

be found there on Sunday mornings. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Morpeth /ƻƳƳƻƴ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  CƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŘ ŀ ƴƻƳŀŘƛŎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ pitches in and around 

Morpeth.  This has been functional, but has led to a very fragmented club with the annual fun day being the only opportunity to bring it together as a whole.  

With the opening of the 3G pitch at Craik Park, the club has sought to restore Morpeth Common back to what it was around 30 years ago, when there were 

numerous full-sized pitches there. 

Via extended communications involving the club, Northumberland County Council, Northumberland FA and the Football Foundation, we have agreed a long-term 

licence for use at the site.  The club undertook major renovation work to the Common in September 2023 and in September 2024, started using the pitches on 

ǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀȅ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ   Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ Ǿƛŀ с ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻf support from the Football 

Foundation, both in terms of renovation work such as aeration, fertilising and overseeding and helping the club part finance the purchase of a tractor, mower 

and machinery.  This will allow the club to proactively manage the pitches with the aim of improving their quality year on year. 

Given its location next to Craik Park, it has given the Ŏƭǳō ŀ ΨƘƻƳŜΩΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳǎ Ŏŀƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ 

Morpeth Town AFC and Craik Park whilst creating a better club environment.  In addition to better quality pitches which the club can manage, the senior club can 

benefit with increased footfall in and around their facilities thereby cementing the relationship between the Juniors and Morpeth Town AFC.  A very important 

development for the club. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This last 24 months has seen the club embark on a number of initiates, many of which we 

would not have been able to undertake without the support of external funding / grant 

bodies ς primarily the Football Foundation.  The club has worked with the Foundation to 

ensure a series of projects have come together or are in progress to benefit the club and its 

members ς such as the Common project mentioned above. 

Whilst the club had to commit funding of around £38k over the last year, grants from the 

Football Foundation were received as follows : 

- £56,950 towards the initial improvement works undertaken at Morpeth 

Common in September 2023. 

- £66,560 (payable over a 6-ȅŜŀǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘύ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ DǊŀǎǎ tƛǘŎƘ 

Maintenance Fund towards ongoing improvement and maintenance of the grass 

pitches at the Common. 

- £28,350 towards the purchase of a tractor, mower and quadraplay allowing the 

club to proactively manage and maintain the Common when required. 

- £11,880 towards the purchase of the new goalposts and nets for both the 

Common and Craik Park 

Aside from this funding, the club has also secured a grant of £1,000 from the Barclays 

Sported Fund towards the provision of a disability offering which its planning in the final 

quarter of this year. 

And finally, via the Howdens Game Changer Programme, a partnership between Howdens 

and England FootballΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ΨCŀǊ tƻǎǘΩ 

kitchen container at the South-East corner of Craik Park. 

A great deal of time and effort has been spent both securing these grants and 

implementing the work required to maximise the benefit of this funding and this work will 

continue in the coming years to ensure the club and its members fully benefit. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŦǊǳƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With 42 squads for the upcoming 2025/26 season, it can be difficult to present a consistent coaching style or philosophy, but in line with our club development plan 

we are aiming to do this.  Our coaching needs to ensure the children are having FUN and get enjoyment from playing the game.  It needs to be player-focused with 

ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǿƛn ς especially at the younger age groups. 

We align our ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ C!Ωǎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ 5b!Σ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǳǊ-cornered model and apply it in line with the relevant age phases of development.  The FA four-cornered 

model encompasses four key attributes that are vital for any developing young footballer: Physical, Technical, Psychological and Social elements, helping children to 

develop more than just their football skills ς Helping them to gain confidence, build self-esteem, learn to work as a team and improve their decision making. 

9ŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ όǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ  ŎƻŀŎƘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘƛƴƎύ ŀƴŘ in addition to all coaches being DBS 

ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘŜŀƳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŎƻŀŎƘ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ C!Ωǎ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ /ƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ Cootball qualification.  That qualification can be supplemented by 

locally delivered coach the coach sessions run by Northumberland FA.Φ  ¦ƴŘŜǊǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭƛƴƎ ΨƻǳǊ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŜǘƘƻǎ ς ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ŎƻŀŎƘΩΦ  

This document provides guidance and information for parents and coaches with the aim of promoting a consistent approach to coaching club-wide. 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǿƛƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ς far from it ς but age-appropriate player 

development and enjoyment are key objectives for the club and should form the basis of our coaching.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORPETH MINIS ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ boys in the pre-team 

age groups (mainly Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children, although some 

slightly younger attend in the summer before they start school). 

It is run every Sunday morning at Chantry Middle School with sessions at 9.00 

ς 10.00 and 10.00 ς 11.00.  It is available for any child to attend, whatever 

their ability. 

The emphasis of MORPETH MINIS is for the children to have fun whilst 

learning the basic motor and football skills.  For those that want to, there are 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ¦т ǘŜŀƳǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ 

where organised games are played. 

MORPETH MINIS is run by club chairman Paul Barwick (a fully qualified coach) 

along with DBS checked volunteers and the focus is to develop the following 

ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ Υ 

¶ Ball introduction 

¶ Small-sided games ς more touches for everyone 

¶ Ball manipulation / mastery 

¶ Skill development 

¶ Social and confidence development 

¶ Motor skills 

For more information or interest in Morpeth Minis, please contact 

chairman@morpethtownjuniors.co.uk. 

 

o  
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MORPETH WILDCATS mirrors MORPETH MINIS by providing pre-team football 

opportunities for girls in School Years Reception, 1 and 2,  

In the past, some girls used to attend Morpeth Minis, but often found it a little 

intimidating playing with mostly boys.  Wildcats provides the ideal opportunity 

for girls to come along and enjoy sessions whilst accommodating an increasing 

demand for girlsΩ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΦ 

It is run every Sunday morning at Chantry Middle School (11.00 ς 12.00) and is 

available for any girl to attend, whatever their ability. 

The emphasis of MORPETH WILDCATS is for the girls to have fun whilst learning 

the basic motor and football skills.  For those that want to, there are 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ¦7s or U8s teams which is the youngest age 

group where organised ƎƛǊƭǎΩ games are played. 

MORPETH WILDCATS is run by club chairman Paul Barwick (a fully qualified 

coach) along with DBS checked volunteers and the focus is develop the 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ Υ 

¶ Ball introduction 

¶ Small-sided games ς more touches for everyone 

¶ Ball manipulation / mastery 

¶ Skill development 

¶ Social and confidence development 

¶ Motor skills 

For more information or interest in Morpeth Minis, please contact 

chairman@morpethtownjuniors.co.uk. 
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